NOTE: This began as a reply to a comment on my blog (http://www.dlhweblog.blogspot.com)  and grew  into a file that significantly exceeded the size limitation  for comments.  

Admiral,

The Dodge Challenger R/T Hemi is easily the greatest muscle car ever produced. While current supercars offer greater creature comfort, better breaking, better handling, better soundproofing, and many other technological advancements--in particular, tire and wheel technology, fuel economy, heating and cooling functionality, paint and upholstery quality, and sound system (The 9-speaker, 350-watt, 6-DVD, Sirius system in my Nitro R/T is certainly not cutting edge--although it is incredibly advanced form what was available in 1970!.), the 1970 Dodge Challenger R/T Hemi is universally consider to be the finest example of American high-performance vehicles ever produced--with ONE exception: The 1970 Dodge Challenger R/T Hemi Convertible! If memory serves me well, a mere 7 of these were produced. Interestingly, I bought one of these when I moved from Ford Mustangs I had been buying--a series that included a 1966 LS, a 1966 GT, a 1968 Shelby GT5000, a 1970 Boss 302, a 1970 Mach I 351 Cleveland, and a 1970 Mercury Cougar GT 428 Super Cobra Jet (All but the 1970 Mach I were purchased new.)--following my miserable defeat while driving the 1970 Cougar GT 428 Super Cobra Jet at Sacramento Raceway in dragracing competition by a young lady driving a 1970 Dodge Charger R/T Hemi.  My Cougar was highly modified. The dealership from which I purchased the car was my major sponsor, and a friend who owned a speed shop put a good deal of effort into supplying parts that improved the vehicle's performance considerably. The Cougar had all fenders flared by a custom body shop so that the large Cragar wheels and Goodyear tires fit well within the wheel wells without needing to alter the suspension height. Lakewood traction bars, a Crane roller-tappet camshaft, Edelbrock electric fuel pump, Mallory ignition, Hooker headers, an Edelbrock intake manifold, and a 1050 CFM Holly 3BBL racing carburetor completed the transformation from very-high-performance factory street machine to a fire-breathing beast that remained barely legal for street use.  Candice's 1970 Dodge Charger R/T Hemi was FACTORY STOCK!  Additionally, her Charger had a Torqueflite 727 3-speed automatic transmission, and my Cougar sported a 4-speed Toploader transmission, short-throw Hurst shifter, custom clutch and flywheel. Nonetheless, Candice's Charger outpaced my Cougar--despite my considerably greater driving skill and experience!

I had planned to replace the Cougar with a new model of Mustang that was due to be released in a few weeks--a 1970 Boss 429. 

The experience racing an automatic Charger driven by a young woman, however, caused me to re-think my dedication to Ford products. I spoke with Candice at length, and--I am certain due to a great extent because of my relative fame as a rock star in the Northern California area--she accepted my offer to drive her Charger in the next race for which she was scheduled. I turned in a better time with her Charger than that of the super-stock Chevelle against which I competed.

The following few days were spent researching the various models of Hemi-powered vehicles. During this time, Candice and I became good--albeit platonic--friends. I received a call form a Dodge dealership we had visited in Sacramento several days previously, They had a 1970 Dodge Challenger R/T 426 Hemi listed in a newspaper, When we arrived there, we learned that the car had been sold moments before. The salesman said two more Hemi Challengers were scheduled to arrive soon--a white TA and a red R/T Convertible. I had never considered a convertible. I had decided that I required the car to be an R/T, however, and red has always been my favorite color. The car was fitted with a Torqueflite automatic transmission--a feature I had determined I demanded, having driven Candice’s  Charger, finding the Torqueflite the preferred transmission, I gave the salesman a $1,000 cash deposit (At that time, $1,000 seemed a sizable amount--even for a relatively successful rock star who was earning several times each week what many considered very good monthly  incomes--particularly since the full list price of the car was under $4,000! The 426 Hemi option was, as I recall, less than $900! (Today, a 1970 Dodge Challenger 426 Hemi COUPE in top condition would quickly bring $1,000,000+ at specialty auction. A CONVERTIBLE could easily bring three times that or more!) 

We drove to the dealership in Candice's Charger. I had sold my Cougar a few days prior. I could barely contain my excitement when we arrived at the dealership and saw the red R/T Hemi sitting in front of the showroom, A large crowd had gathered around the car,  U had anticipated thus would happen--in particular because of the extremely limited availability of the R/T Hemi and the understandable likelihood that no one had seen one in convertible configuration. For this reason, I had told the salesman when he called that morning to tell me the car had arrived that I would arrive within 60 minutes or less and would bring the balance of the price of the car, sales tax, and license fees (I had not considered attempting to offer a reduced figure when I had given him the deposit, since I fully realized the rarity of the car would certainly evoke laughter and dismissal!) I said that I wished no one to have access to the car, and I promised him an under-the-counter $100 for his ensuring the car would remained locked and the keys in his possession when I arrived. He had kept his word, and Candice slipped him the $100 I had given her earlier, while I signed the paperwork and gave the balance of the cost of the car to the finance manager.  

I have been a Dodge aficionado since then, and it is highly unlikely I shall ever change.

Red is still my favorite color. Currently, I have a Dodge Nitro R/T, and my wife has a Dodge Challenger SE Rallye Sport. These vehicles are Inferno Red Crystal Pearl Coat exterior and are fitted with Dark Slate Gray leather sets.
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